Research Basis for

Comprehensible Input

Haynes, Judie.  “Comprehensible Input and Output.  1998-2005.

How do newcomers learn English?  Can they soak up language by sitting in the mainstream classroom?  Learn how Comprehensible Input and Output are important to the acquisition of a second language.

http://www.everythingESL.net
Haynes, Judie.  “SIOP:  Making Content Comprehensible for ELLS.”

The Sheltered Instruction Observational Protocol (SIOP) was developed to make content material comprehensible for English Language Learners.  This model is the result of the work of Jana Echevarria, MaryEllen Vogt and Deborah J. Short.

http://www.everythingesl.net/inservices/usingsiopmodel_08621.php
What is Comprehensible Input?  Excerpts from Teaching English Language Learners with Learning Disabilities.

A critical concept for second language development for students with and without learning difficulties is comprehensible input.  Comprehensible input means that students should be able to understand the essence of what is being said or presented to them.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/learning-disabilities/bilingual-education/10260.html
Palincsar et al.  Strategies for Reading Comprehension:  Reciprocal Teaching.  1984, 1986.
What is reciprocal teaching?  The creation of Palinscar and Brown, Reciprocal Teaching is in some ways a compilation of four comprehension strategies:  summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting.

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/rt.html
Crazy English

Let’s face it:  English is a crazy language.  There is no egg in eggplant or ham in hamburger, neither apple nor pine in pineapple.

English muffins were not invented in England or French fries in France.  Sweetmeats are candies, while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are meat.

We take English for granted.  But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square, and guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.  And why is it that writers write, but fingers don’t fing, grocers, don’t groce, and hammers don’t ham?  If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth, beeth?  One goose, 2 geese.  So, one moose, 2 meece?  One index, two indices?  Is cheese the plural of choose?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught?  If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?

In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?  Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?  Have noses that run and feet that smell?  Park on driveways, and drive on parkways?

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and wise guy are opposites?  How can the weather be hot as hell one day and cold as hell another?

When a house burns up, it burns down.  You fill in a form by filling it out and an alarm clock goes off by going on.

When the stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.  And why, when I wind up a watch, I start it, but when I wind up this essay, I end it?

Now I know why I flunked my English.  It’s not my fault; the silly language doesn’t quite know whether it’s coming or going.

Why English is so Hard to Learn

1. The bandage was wound around the wound.

2. The farm was used to produce produce.

3. The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.

4. We must polish the Polish furniture.

5. He could lead if he would get the lead out.

6. The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.

7. Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present.

8. A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.

9. When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.

10. I did not object to the object.

11. The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

12. There was a row among the oarsman about how to row.

13. They were too close to the door to close it.

14. The buck does funny things when the does are present.

15. A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.

16. To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.

17. The wind was too strong to wind the sail.

18. After a number of infections my jaw got number.

19. Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.

20. I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.

21. How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?

Quicksand works slowly, boxing rings are square and guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.  Why is it that writers write but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t groce and hammers don’t ham?

If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it?  Is it an odd, or an end?

In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?

Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?

Have noses that run and feet that smell?

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down in which you fill a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.

The human race is not a race at all.

Why doesn’t “Buick” rhyme with “quick”?
The following were located using Google Scholar:  SIOP Comprehensible Input:

Cooperative grouping in math:

http://www.zenaidamirza.com/courses/Katolsky/Action%20Research.doc
Teaching math to ELLs:

http://www.newjersey.gov/education/abbotts/sei/meetings/presentation5ho.doc
The development of language and literacy in Spanish-speaking children: (72 pages; scroll through and see what is useful to you):

http://www.tlc2.uh.edu/times/Presentations/2006/KKI2006_Francis.pdf
Describes SIOP and summarizes 8 components for ELL achievement.

http://www.linguapax-asia.org/contents.files/proceedings2005web/proceedings2005b.pdf#page=49
(printout found in Research Basis for 8 Components of SIOP).

ELLs in science class:
http://web.utk.edu/~mbentle1/ELLs_LeftBehind_SSMA04.pdf
Report of collaboration between K-12 and university regarding the Platte River Corridor (brief abstract or purchase):

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a786508405~db=all
SIOP, including a discussion of Comprehensible Input:

http://www.asfm.mx/main/staff/mastersdocs/improv_prog.pdf
Article from The Reading Teacher:  Creating word walls for ELLs
http://www.reading.org/publications/journals/rt/v60/i3/abstracts/RT-60-3-Carrier.html
