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· SIOP Features:  Content concepts appropriate for age and education of students

· Content and Language objectives

· Supplementary materials

· Interaction

· Concepts linked to students’ background experiences

· Learning strategies

· Explicit links between past learning and new concepts

· Key vocabulary highlighted

· Hands-on activity

BACKGROUND

The class is beginning chapter 5 in America’s Story, “The English Settle America,” in which students learn the various reasons for settling different colonies, and the leaders and groups of people involved.

English proficiency level:  Advanced beginners

Grade 6

Standards:  Virginia Standards of Learning 5.3.  The factors that led to the founding of the colonies including escape from religious persecution, economic opportunity, release from prison, and military adventure.

http://www.cal.org/siop/lessons/LPBB.html
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Research has been conducted to determine the value of providing activities or strategies to assist in providing students with ways to activate their prior knowledge base.  Studies looked at three possibilities:  1) building readers’ background knowledge, 2) activating readers’ existing background knowledge and attention BEFORE reading, and 3) guiding readers DURING reading and providing review AFTER reading.

http://www.ericdigest.org/pre-9219/prior.htm
Building Reading Proficiency at the Secondary Level.  2001.  Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.
Activating and building background knowledge is a strategic process incorporated into effective pre-reading.  Several teacher strategies for guiding students to activate their knowledge include Pre- (PreP Reading Plan, Langer, 1981), Advanced Organizers (Ausubel, 1968), Anticipation Guides (Readence, Bean & Balwin, 1998), Text Previews (Graves, Cook, & LaBerge, 1983).

http://www.sedl.org/cgi-bin/mysql/buildingreading.cgi?showrecord=13&1=description
Strangman, N. and Hall, T.  National Center on Accessing the General Curriculum

Teachers can facilitate their students’ literacy success by helping them build and activate background knowledge.  The purpose of this article is to introduce the topic of background knowledge and identify effective, research-supported instructional approaches for its development and activation.  After defining the term background knowledge, we identify background knowledge instructional approaches and compare their reported effectiveness based on a review of the K-12 research literature between 1980 and 2003.  For further information, lists of Web resources and referenced research articles are provided at the end of the article.

http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac backknowledge.html
Learning Strategies Database:  Building Background and Enhancing Literary Schema Using Media Knowledge.
Peterson and Pignotti (1993) describe an approach to reading literature that emphasizes activation of prior knowledge before reading rather than post-reading follow-up activities.  They contend that “schema’ (background familiarity) is the most important factor of good comprehension.  The teacher facilitates better understanding when the student is able to connect the known (prior knowledge) with the unknown (new ideas) found in the text.

http://muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/literature1.html
Marzano, R.  2004.  Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement:  Research on What Works in Schools.  ASCD.

“Although it is true that the extent to which students will learn this new content is dependent on factors such as the skill of the teacher, the interest of the student, and the complexity of the content, the research literature supports one compelling fact: what students already know about the content is one of the strongest indicators of how well they will learn new information relative to the content. Commonly, researchers and theorists refer to what a person already knows about a topic as “background knowledge.” Numerous studies have confirmed the relationship between background knowledge and achievement (Nagy, Anderson, & Herman, 1987; Bloom, 1976; Dochy, Segers, & Buehl, 1999; Tobias, 1994; Alexander, Kulikowich, & Schulze, 1994; Schiefele & Krapp, 1996; Tamir, 1996; Boulanger, 1981). In these studies the reported average correlation between a person's background knowledge of a given topic and the extent to which that person learns new information on that topic is .66 (see Technical Note 1 on p. 127 for a discussion of how the correlation was computed).”
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/template.chapter/menuitem.ccf6e1bf6046da7cdeb3rrd
The following were located using Google Scholar:  SIOP Building Background:
Short & Echevarria summarized SIOP, including building background:

http://www.barrow.k12.ga.us/esol/Teacher_Skills_to_Support_English_Language_Learners.pdf
Summary of improving AYP, including building background:
http://www.asfm.mx/main/staff/mastersdocs/improv_prog.pdf
Building background is discussed as part of sustainable staff development (see Research Basis for 8 Components of SIOP for printout):

http://www.esd189.org/mero/documents/TESOL-05.doc
Helping immigrant students learn (see printout in Research Basis for 8 Components of SIOP):

http://www.linguapax-asia.org/contents.files/proceedings2005web/proceedings2005b.pdf#page=49
Short & Echevarria article (printed out in Research Basis for 8 Components of SIOP):

http://crede.berkeley.edu/pdf/epr03.pdf
